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e-Sword Is Still One of the
Best Free Bible Programs
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t has been some time since we have taken a look at e-

Sword, now in version 9 with a whole new file format

designed to take advantage of the more modern for-
mats for files. The old e-Sword system was built on a now
outdated Microsoft technology. The new file format will
allow for more security meaning publishers will be more
likely to grant e-Sword permission to sell their books

without fear of piracy, something that is a real problem even with Bible software.

Sadly, the change has angered many long-time
e-Sword users who had a lot of self-published

content in e-Sword. They put a lot of time into
creating their book files and they were not happy

about the change. But the increase in up-to-date

commentaries, translations, dictionaries and con-

tent made the switch well worth the
struggle. And if you are in the situ-
ation many found themselves after
the update, check out the e-Sword 9
Converter at http://goodolclint.com/e-
sword. It is a simple utility designed
to bring version 8 files into the ver-
sion 9 universe.

Because of the update, sites
like eStudySource.com (http://
estudysource.com) are offering more
exciting content than ever for the e-
Sword engine. I was fortunate enough
to test out some of their best content
within the program including the fol-
lowing:

& <-Sword - the Sward of the LORD

e Baker’s NT Comm.

- $45

e Believer’s Bible Comm. - $14.99

e Jon Courson’s Application Comm. — $14.99
e Life Application Study Bible Notes - $11.24
e Bible Knowledge Comm. - $26.24
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journey," He instructed them. "Don't ’E
take a walking stick, a traveler's bag,
food, money, or even a change of E|_15
clothes. B

T
same house until you leave town.

Luk 9:5 And if a town refuses to _35
welcome you, shake its dust from
your feet as you leave to show that 115

to their fate."
Luk 9:6 So they began their circuit of
the villages, preaching the Good _5

you have abandoned those people -5

News and healing the sick. ]
Luk 9:7 When Herod Antipas, the ruler _75
of Galilee, heard about everything
Jesus was doing, he was puzzled. _5
Some were saying that John the -5

Baptist had been raised from the }
dead y

Luk 9:8 Others thought Jesus was !
Elijah or one of the other prophets =
risen from the dead -=)
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Note Jesus' methods of leadership. He L
empowered his disciples (Luk_9:1), gave them
specific instructions so they knew what to do I
(Luk_9:3-4), told them how to deal with tough |
times (Luk_9:5), and held them accountable
(Luk_9:10). As you lead others, study the

Maater | eadar'a nattarn Whirh nf thaca

Dictionaries L

CEPG  TSBE | strong|

=|a @ v | @ w]fe
A
Adlar 1
Aaron -
Aarorites l
Aaron's Rod
b (1)
e I
Abacuc
‘badd
Abadi
Abagan
Abagtha
abanah I
Ao
Ahas

Commentary: Luk 9:6
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¢ Bible Teacher’s Commentary - $14.99
e Preacher’s Commentary 35 vol. - $60

e Thru the Bible, 5 vol. - $29.99

e Wiersbe’s Bible Comm. - $18.74

e Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines - $11.24

Some of the great translations they offer are:

e HCSB - $7.99

e NKJV - $11.99

e NLT - $11.99

e NRSV - §11.99

e NIV Family Bundle - $23.99

e Complete Jewish Bible - $11.99
e The Message - $7.99

e RSV -$7.99

Of course these are all current prices and are
subject to change. Not wanting to sound like a
commercial, I mention this because many have the
false impression of e-Sword that you cannot get
good quality content for the application. Sure they

have a ton of free books, most of which are public
domain works. But many are not and the above
lists show that great content is available in the
program.

So what makes e-Sword one of the best free
Bible study programs available? First, it is simple
to use. Everything you want or need is right there
ready and within site on the main screen. Second,
the little features like the ability to view hyper-
links as popups, something all Bible software
should do, the simple to use notes feature with the
ability to add hyperlinked Bible verse references,
and a printing feature, something one of the big-
gest Bible programs didn’t have until a recent beta
update.

I think the most powerful feature is the abil-
ity to create your own books and share those with
others. This makes e-Sword a wonderful tool for
those who create content, for missionaries who are
translating the Bible into new languages and want
to study it in that language, or just the average
user who wants to have his or her own self-pub-
lished study Bible or commentary. The editor used
to create these tools has spell checking, a Thesau-
rus, and the ability to make a hyperlink to a verse

Just how fresh is the

info in your directory?

If your directory is printed (even hot off the press), the answer is, “not at all.” Families
in your congregation are constantly changing—changing neighborhoods, contact
numbers, Internet service providers—even changing household members (as children
move out, and sometimes back in).

Information that’s past its prime.. .
isn't information at all.

The result? Any printed information is out-of-date before the ink dries. That's not
to say church members don't still enjoy flipping through a printed directory, but for
serious information lookup, they're used to the Internet. With the Directory Tool,
one of the basic tools in our Web Ministry Toolkit, you can give members protected
access to a searchable directory of names, addresses, phone numbers and email
addresses—live information from CDM+ Membership—right on your website.

CDM+ Web Ministry Tools

Extend the reach (7" your ministry across the [mfewr,et—mfe{y and ea/wg/
CDM+ provides the tools to manage all your information needs: Membership,

\ttendance, Contributions, ‘
Fund Accounting, Payroll, Event Registration, Fac:lftles&Schedules, Cw “heck-Out. .. and more. .
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www.cdmplus.com/wmt
877-891-4236 (toll free)

Keep your directory fresh as a daisy
with the CDM+ Directory Tool.
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very quickly.

Like every Bible study app, it
can search the Bible in advanced ' .
ways and display maps. It also CCB is church management software that
has devotional reading and even a works for me. It's web-based, they take care of all
prayer request feature. Verses can the updates and backups, it's secure and has an
be bookmarked or highlighted.
When you open the program there
are Tips displayed to help you learn
the program. These can easily be Meet Steve, IT Director
turned off with a check box. The ,
scripture memory tool can help you
“hide the word in your heart” and
the illustration database helps you
collect illustrations for teaching
and preaching.

One thing that sets it apart from
others is the ability to view STEP
content. If you are new to Digital church
Bible Study, you may not know that BHIFREB
STEP is a Bible study format for
books and translations designed to
allow multiple vendors to distrib-
ute their content in a format that
all could read. It was great to be
able to buy a book from one vendor
but use it in another application
since the format was compatible.

Sadly, STEP is no longer used. But .

many people still have hundreds . Sen d 'n g Statem en ts !
of dollars of books in the format.

e-Sword is just about the only tool Let your members print them
still being developed that will dis-

play STEP files.

To help you understand the in- ;
terface, I have created some videos b
going over the various features. RN
They are not meant to be in depth lconCMO’s innovative Parishioners module allows your
help videos or reviews. Just demos.
They can be found at: http://www.

APIl. Now | can focus on our internal network.

www.churchcommunitybuilder.com

866.242.1199

congregation to log into a secure web site to view and edit

kevinpurcell.org/bible-study/e- their personal information and retrieve contribution history,
sword-9-demo-videos. hich th i ioad faft il p
. . . = - c -) am 3 ~ .
Check out other Digital Bible which they can even download for their tax records

Study content at http://www.kev-
inpurcell.org and you can follow
me on Twitter at http://www.twitter.
com/kapurcell. Learn more abourt our 19 years of experience providing

award-winning software to churches.

Visit www.iconcmo.com
Call  1-800-596-4266 CMO
Email sales@iconCMO.com 5}"5 tems
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